
Shaheedi of Guru Arjan Dev Sahib Ji 

 

At the time of Guru Arjan Dev Ji, a large number people of all castes were becoming Sikhs. Even a large 

number of Muslims had accepted Guru Arjan Dev Ji as their guide and religious teacher, or Guru. This was 

unacceptable to some of the Qazis and Mullahs (Muslim Priests) who then became determined to put a 

stop to it. They conspired and convinced Emperor Jahangir that Guru Arjan Dev Ji was a deterrent to the 

spread of Islam, had insulted Islam and urged him to stop Guru Jee. The ghastly solution they came up with 

was to end Guru Arjan Dev Ji’s life.  

 

Guru Ji were given 2 choices;  

• Pay a 200,000Rs fine, and erase hymns in the Adi Granth which were opposed to the Hindu and 

Muslim rituals.  

• Accept Death 

 

Guru Jee accepted death, as they said; 

 

“fines are for thieves, robbers, slanderers and the wicked. Men devoted to religion did not belong to 

that category. With regards to the hymns in Adi Granth; I cannot erase or alter an iota. I am a 

worshipper of the Immortal God. The hymns contained in the Adi Granth are not disrespectful to 

any Hindu incarnation or any Mohammedan prophet. It is certainly stated that prophets, priests, 

and incarnations are the handiwork of the Immortal God, Whose limits none can find.” 

 

Day 1 of Torture 

Guru Jee were not given anything to eat or drink, kept awake throughout the night. Guru Sahib bore all 

this calmly. They remained immersed in Simran. 

 

Day 2 of Torture 

Guru Jee were put in boiling water. It SCALDED their body, but they sat calmly and quietly feeling no pain. 

They felt no anger against those who were torturing them. Guru Jee remained absorbed in the sweet 

remembrance of Waheguru. 

 

Day 3 of Torture 

Guru Jee were put in boiling water again and red hot sand was poured on top of them.  

Again, Guru Jee felt no pain, Guru Jee repeated:  

 

thaeraa keeaa meet(h)aa laagai || 

Your actions seem so sweet to me. 
 

har naam padhaarathh naanak maa(n)gai ||2||42||93|| 

Nanak begs for the treasure of the Naam, the Name of the Lord. ||2||42||93|| 

 

Day 4 of Torture 

Guru Jee were made to sit on red hot iron plate and red hot sand was poured on top of them. They sat 

with their mind fixed on Waheguru. 

 

Guru Jee’s friend, Mian Mir, a Muslim saint, rushed to see them. When Mian Mir saw the ghastly scene, 

they cried out and said, "O Master! I cannot bear to see these horrors inflicted on thee. If you permit me, I 

would demolish this tyrant rule (Mian Mir is said to have possessed supernatural powers at that time).  

 

Guru Jee smiled and said, "All is happening in accordance with Waheguru's Will. Men who stand for Truth 

have often to suffer. Their sufferings give strength to the cause of Truth. Go, brother. Pray for me. Pray 

for the success of my cause. Pray for victory to truth." 



Mian Mir asked, “Why endure the suffering at the hands of the vile sinners when you possess great 

supernatural powers?”  

 

Guru Jee replied, "I bear all this torture to set an example to the Teachers of True Name, that they may 

not lose patience or rail at God in affliction. The true test of faith is the hour of misery. Without examples 

to guide them, ordinary persons' minds quail in the midst of suffering."  

 

Upon this Mian Mir departed commending the Guru's fortitude and singing Guru Ji’s praises.  

 

 
 

Day 5 of Torture 

Guru Jee prayed and uttered;  

 

thaeraa keeaa meet(h)aa laagai || 

Your actions seem so sweet to me. 
 

har naam padhaarathh naanak maa(n)gai ||2||42||93|| 

Nanak begs for the treasure of the Naam, the Name of the Lord. ||2||42||93|| 

 

They were taken to Ravi river, where Guru Jee took a dip and where Guru Arjan Sahib Ji left their body, 

merged with Gods Light to became the first martyr of the Sikh religion. 

 

SUMMARY 

Guru Arjan Dev Sahib Ji was the first Sikh Guru to be SHAHEED (martyred). The Shaheedi of Guru Arjan Dev 

Ji started a tradition which carried on throughout history, and will continue to carry on. Guru Arjan Dev Ji 

said that they can accept Shaheedi but cannot accept INSULT.  

 

The way a leader or prophet lives becomes the CHARACTER OF THE FOLLOWERS. Guru Sahib showed that 

a Sikh should live with DIGNITY and die with HONOUR, and that a Sikh should never tolerate insult.  

 


